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Ragwort and 
related weeds

Ragwort – Senecio Jacobaea
Heliotropes
Pattersonscurse – Echium Plantagineum



Ragwort in 
Victoria



What does 
it do?

 Pyrrolizidine alkaloids

 Oxidation to pyrrolic metabolites, these 
bind DNA

 Liver cell necrosis 

 Stops hepatocyte mitosis 

 Delayed onset



Clinical Signs 
Sheep/ Goats

Weight Loss/ Emaciation
Jaundice
Photosensitisation
Fluid in Belly
Diarrheoa

British breeds more susceptible



Clinical Signs 
Cattle

Weight loss/ Emaciation
Chronic diarrhoea
Straining/ rectal prolapse
Jaundice
Lethargy
Anorexia
Photosensitization
Anaemia
Aggression/ Nervous Derangement



Clinical Signs 
Horses

Weight Loss
Lethargy
Blindness/ head pressing
Irritability
Compulsive walking
Muscle tremor/ incoordination
Colic
Diarrhoea
Oedema in legs



Clinical Signs 
Pigs

Inappetance
Sudden death
Anaemia



Affects in 
people

 Veno-Occlusive Disease with chronic liver damage.

 Contaminated milk, meat, grains or herbal teas

 Toxins are proven carcinogens in rats



When does 
toxicity 
occur?

 Inadequate pasture

 Contaminated hay

 Grain containing weed seeds

 Conditions similar to this year



Other toxic 
plants

Capeweed



Other toxic 
plants 
Bracken Fern



Other toxic 
plants 

Flatweed
Marshmellow



Other toxic 
plants
St John’s Wort



Other toxic 
plants

Hairy Panic
Paspalum
Ryegrass
Philaris



Other toxic 
plants

Deadly Nightshade
Kangaroo Apple



Other toxic 
plants

Garden Plants
Rhododendrons
Agapanthus
Oleander
Oak



Non-
Veterinary, 
Small Scale 
Farmer 
Perspective
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