


Statement of Purpose 
South Gippsland Landcare Network, through 
community action, helps to preserve, protect and 
enhance the environment of South Gippsland by 
working with government agencies and local 
businesses to achieve natural resource management 
outcomes. 

Network Overview 
The South Gippsland Landcare Network (SGLN) was formed in 
1995 by a key group of volunteers. The South Gippsland Landcare 
Network today covers 4000 square kilometres across the South 
Gippsland Shire and areas of Cardinia, Bass Coast and Baw Baw Shires. 
The Network encompasses Landcare Groups from Nyora in the West across 
to Welshpool in the East and from Mirboo Nth, down to our southern most 
group at Fish Creek which extends to Wilson’s Promontory. 
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This report serves as a summary of SGLN’s accomplishments and 
achievements in 2016/2017.  We think this information is reflective of 

the role our Network has played in environmental and sustainable 
farming leadership and facilitation over the last 22 years. 

As you read through each section, we hope you will gain a better 
insight into who we are as Landcarers in our local community. 
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Executive Summary 
Thank you for your interest in this years 
South Gippsland Landcare Network 
Annual Report. Whilst operating in 
somewhat reduced circumstances in the 
second half of the financial year, we are 
pleased to note that grants to 
landholders for on-ground works remain 
at a similar level to last year.  

From January 2017 the Network Co-
ordinator role was reduced in hours to 
three days per week.  This has meant 
some changes to the way we run things, 
so we are a leaner more focused 
organisation.   Some of the changes are 
not so obvious to general members, such 
as the way we manage our membership 
lists for instance.  This has been a 
surprisingly large undertaking, which has 
involved not only lists of members, but 
our mailing data bases and the way we 
accept membership payments.  We hope 
that our new systems help make 
membership an easier undertaking for all 
who use it, staff, executive volunteers in 
the groups, and those seeking to join our 
network.  

We have rationalised our web presence, 
bringing our three websites into one. Not 

only does this mean a ‘one stop ‘ 
destination for those who use our 
website for information—it makes it 
easier for us to keep the site updated 
and current.  Users need access to the 
latest information, from current Network 
notes, to upcoming events. Our 
Facebook page and Twitter feed likewise 
keep members and interested followers 
in touch with information and events 
that may be of interest.  

The Network’s strengths are still its 
members and member Landcare groups.  
Wonderful things are happening, driven 
by the passion and willingness of group 
members to foster a biodiverse and 
regenerative environment. Sustainable 
agriculture and weed and pest 
management are at the forefront of the 
training a field days we organise and run. 
Great attendances suggest there is still a 
willingness to learn and be inspired by 
best practice advice.  

An annual report is the place to 
acknowledge our members, our staff and 
contractors, and our delivery partners. 
Throughout this document you will find 
examples of the fabulous work we do 
together.  Particularly I would like to 
mention the West Gippsland Catchment 
Management Authority which provides 

the office and the infrastructure we use.  
Being a sole operator can be a challenge, 
but luckily not only do we have the best 
office in the building, but we also have 
support and wonderful colleagues to 
bounce ideas off, back up for when we 
are out of the office and a willing ear to 
listen to us complain when the IT 
systems fails us again. Belinda, Kathleen, 
Tony and Janine especially. The 
Networks partnership activities with the 
Bass Coast Landcare Network and the 
Port Phillip and Westernport Landcare 
Network have delivered activities that 
have been outstanding because we have 
such a good working relationship.  This 
will hopefully continue into the next 
financial year.  We certainly have some 
exciting plans.  

Thanks also to Kate McKenzie for 
trusting me with her network whilst she 
has been on maternity leave. I promised 
to look after it and give it back in good 
nick. So far so good! 

 

  

 

Jill Vella 

Network Coordinator  

Chair’s Report 
Greetings fellow Landcarers, as I write 
this report, the rain is pouring down and 
snow is falling to 300 metres, while in 
East Gippsland, the region has missed 
significant winter rains and severe frost 
has impacted grass and tree growth. 
South Gippsland certainly is the lucky 
country even though it can get cold and 
miserable in winter. Our past year has 
been a very busy one indeed, with a vast 
array of events and activities available to 
all SGLN members to participate. Some 
Highlights I have experienced include the 
Green carpet awards, presented at the 
Heyfield wetlands precinct and having  

dinner with former Governor General 
Michael Jeffery discussing the 
importance of healthy soils. There has 
been a multitude of fantastic events held 
through-out the Network like ragwort 
field day or celebrating national 
Landcare week just to name a few recent 
activities. I must warmly thank many 
people in the SGLN who make it all 
happen. A big thank you to Jill Vella our 
hard working network co-ordinator, who 
has worked tirelessly to deliver great 
outcomes for our network, your efforts 
are greatly appreciated. To Margaret 
McDonald our hard working treasurer, 
thanks for your devotion to the role and 
the many additional hours you have 

contributed towards the SGLN To all our 
board members, old and new, thanks for 
your knowledge and contribution in 
what has been a busy year for the SGLN 
your input has been invaluable. We look 
forward to the upcoming AGM with a 
positive outlook for the future of the 
SGLN. 
Yours in Landcare,  

 

 

 

Frank Dekker, 

Chairman S.G.L.N.  
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About SGLN 

Governance 
SGLN is a not-for-profit  organisation 
managed by a voluntary board with 
representatives elected from the 
membership. The board appoints a 
Network Coordinator to oversee the 
activities of the organisation. 

SGLN is hosted by the West Gippsland 
Catchment Management Authority 
(WGCMA) who provide information 
technology, accounting and human 
resource services to SGLN. 

Our people 
SGLN Board  
Frank Dekker, Chair 

Mark Walters, Vice Chair 

Margaret McDonald, Treasurer/Secretary 
and Landcare Fund sub committee 
member 

Jean Carnell, general member and 
Landcare Fund sub-committee member 

Helen Hasty, general member 

Russell Swan, general member 

Mark Uren, general member 

Libby Anthony, general member and 
Landcare Fund sub-committee member 

David Layton, general member 

Ray Saunders, general member and 
Landcare fund subcommittee member 

SGLN Staff 
Kate McKenzie, Network Coordinator/
Board executive support July-Jan 

Jill Vella, Network Coordinator 
(maternity leave replacement) Jan-June 

Consultants and contractors 
engaged by SGLN to assist with 
program delivery 
Jenny O’Sullivan, Gippsland Food 
Adventures 

Bass Coast Landcare Network 

Niels Olsen, SoilKee 

Matt Harms, OnFarm Consulting 

Declan McDonald, SESL Australia 

Lisa Warne, Lisa Warn Ag Consulting PL  

Chris Alenson (soil scientist) 

John Gallienne, John Gallienne & Co PL 

Nick Dudley, DEDJTR 

The nurseries that grow our plant stocks. 

The South Gippsland Seed Bank 

Mick Green, Drift Media 

First Track Canoe adventures 

Dr Paul Boon, Mangrove expert 
extraordinaire 

Volunteers and other contributors 

SGLN would like to thank and 
acknowledge the many other people and 
groups who have contributed over the 
past year. We apologize to any one that 
we have inadvertently missed. 

• Agnes River LC group, Friends of 
Agnes Falls and the WGCMA who 
helped with the canoe tour for the 
Prom Coast Seachange festival 

• Those who made donations to the 
Landcare Fund, or have contributed 
in other ways. 

• Attendees and volunteers at our 
talks, excursions, tree plantings and 
other community events: with 
particular thanks to guest presenters 
and to landholders whose 
properties the events were 
held at. 

• The enthusiastic and 
skilled members 
of the South 
Gippsland 

Community Weeds Taskforce (CWT) 
Landholders and other land 
managers involved in on-ground 
works programs. 

• Other groups with complementary 
objectives operating in the local area: 
such as Trust for Nature, Friends of 
the Venus Bay Peninsula Inc., South 
Gippsland Conservation Society, 
Greening Australia, Birdlife Australia, 
South Gippsland Shire Council and 
CoastCare.  

• Government agencies at the local, 
state and national levels that have 
provided support for our projects and 
activities.  

And, very importantly, all of our 
members, who provide support and 
motivation for everything that we do – 
either directly or indirectly. It is greatly 
appreciated. 
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Key Theme: Caring for the Land 
Objectives 
• Promote best land management practice landscape change and sustainable farming through best land management practices 
• Work to protect and enhance the biodiversity of the region 
• Facilitate weed and pest control in partnership with community, government and individuals  

What has been done in this area?  
• The Innovative Solutions to Controlling Agricultural Weeds project has establish a trial on the Farrell property at Fish Creek to 

explore control methods for ragwort in pasture. 
• Community Weeds Taskforce meetings which are supported by the Innovative Solutions to Controlling Agricultural Weeds project  
• Rabbit control field day supported by the network and the Community Weeds Taskforce 
• Corner Inlet Connections Agnes River canoe tour with the Agnes River Landcare Group, the West Gippsland CMA and the Friends 

of Agnes falls exploring the lower reaches of the river to understand that catchment health is affected by our upstream actions.  
• A community education day at the Turtons Creek Falls learning about the results of surveys that were recently undertaken. Tube 

trap construction and use to catch and identify South Gippsland burrowing crayfish was also demonstrated. 
• A Community tree planting as part of the Turtons Creek project.  
• A one day grass identification course held by the SG Equine Landcare group in partnership with the Community Weeds task force 

was lead by Dr Graeme Lorimer.  Participants learned how to differentiate between different species of grasses and how to ID 
both native and introduced grass. Managing grassed areas for conservation and agriculture were also covered. 

• A field day with butterfly expert Eddie Tsyrlin was held in association with the Mt Lyall, Loch Nyora, Triholm and Poowong groups 
with the support of SGLN. Participants learned about Sword Grass Brown Butterflies while enjoying a walk through Henrys 
Sanctuary at Loch.  

• The Healthy soils; sustainable farms project funded trial site at Ross and Madeline Battens property at Buffalo is exploring the 
benefits of the SoilKee pasture renovator.  

• A Healthy soils, sustainable farms field day at Jean-Paul Prunetti and Johanna Bails' farm at Fish Creek. The couple have 
made significant improvements in infrastructure, with new fences, improved tracks, and many new shelter belts for 

shelter for stock and habitat for wildlife over the last 10 years. They have had a big focus on improving the pasture and 
soil health. They purchased a SoilKee and have been working the paddocks to improve aeration and get locked up 

nutrients cycling. Over 30 people attended. 
•  Healthy soils; sustainable farms field day at Jelbarts Tarwin Lower property to see the results of work 

done to implement a management plan developed 16 months earlier as part of the project. Actions 
included lime application and direct drilling of pasture. Jim Shovelton from Meridian agriculture led the 

discussion exploring what was limiting production 
• A Demonstrating Sustainable Farm Practices in the Westernport Catchment project field day 

held at Ron and Carman Barnacle’s property at Loch. Attendees braved the weather to see the 
Soilkee Renovator in action. The landholder, Ron Barnacle spoke on the history of the 

property including his and his wife Carmen’s philosophy of sustainable farm 
management. Neils Olsen, the inventor and manufacturer of the SoilKee introduced 

the mechanics of the pasture renovator and demonstrated its use in. Agronomist, 
Chris Alenson facilitated a field discussion in two paddocks, one treated and one 

untreated.  He included an explanation of his rapid soil assessment method, 
soil test comparison and feed test comparison on the treated and 

untreated paddock.   
• Nyora Primary School Biodiversity Blitz with the Loch/Nyora 

Landcare group 

Key Theme: Landcare Groups and Membership 
Objectives 

• Encourage, support and sustain members and 
groups to ensure their continued survival and 

growth   
• Service the needs of the members 

and groups 
• Identify priorities for on 

ground works  
• build and retain 

Landcare membership 
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INCOME INCOME INCOME INCOME ANDANDANDAND    EXPENDITURE EXPENDITURE EXPENDITURE EXPENDITURE STATEMENTSTATEMENTSTATEMENTSTATEMENT    
    

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30    JUNEJUNEJUNEJUNE    2012012012017777 
 

INCOMEINCOMEINCOMEINCOME     2012012012017777    2012012012016666    
       
Grant IncomeGrant IncomeGrant IncomeGrant Income       
Department of Agriculture and Water Resources  - 55,727 
Department of Environment, Land, Water & Planning   56,950 151,364 
Department of Social Services  - 1,895 
Origin Energy   5,546 - 
Port Phillip & Westernport Catchment Management Authority   500 500 
South Gippsland Shire Council   - 6,000 
Westernport Catchment Landcare Network   27,000 23,700 
West Gippsland Catchment Management Authority  140,648 119,904 
Total Grant IncomeTotal Grant IncomeTotal Grant IncomeTotal Grant Income     222230,64430,64430,64430,644    359,090359,090359,090359,090    
             
Less returned grant funds:Less returned grant funds:Less returned grant funds:Less returned grant funds:       
Department of Agriculture and Water Resources   (4,890) - 
Department of Environment, Land, Water & Planning  (14,643) - 
Natural Heritage Trust   (1,144) - 
Total returned grant funds Total returned grant funds Total returned grant funds Total returned grant funds         (20,677)(20,677)(20,677)(20,677)    ----    
    
Net Grant Income received Net Grant Income received Net Grant Income received Net Grant Income received         209,967209,967209,967209,967    359,359,359,359,090090090090    
    
Other IncomeOther IncomeOther IncomeOther Income       
Advertising   435 3,331 
Interest income   2,207 4,353 
Memberships   2,937 4,873 
Other income   3,213 3,214 
Recoverable costs   6,817 7,945 
Training courses   770 3,273 
Total Other IncomeTotal Other IncomeTotal Other IncomeTotal Other Income     16,37916,37916,37916,379    26,26,26,26,989989989989    
             
TOTAL INCOMETOTAL INCOMETOTAL INCOMETOTAL INCOME     226,346226,346226,346226,346    386,079386,079386,079386,079    
 
 
 
The accompanying notes form part of this financial report. 
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INCOME INCOME INCOME INCOME ANDANDANDAND    EXPENDITURE STATEMENT (EXPENDITURE STATEMENT (EXPENDITURE STATEMENT (EXPENDITURE STATEMENT (ccccontinuontinuontinuontinued)ed)ed)ed)    
    

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 201FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 201FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 201FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2017777 
 
EXPENSESEXPENSESEXPENSESEXPENSES     2012012012017777    2012012012016666    
             
Board expensesBoard expensesBoard expensesBoard expenses     2,2722,2722,2722,272    1,9001,9001,9001,900    
             
EmploymentEmploymentEmploymentEmployment    expenses expenses expenses expenses      173,288173,288173,288173,288    291,407291,407291,407291,407    
             
OperatingOperatingOperatingOperating       
Audit  1,500 1,520 
Bank charges   492 529 
Book-keeping expenses   - 1,907 
Catering   2,779 4,879 
Computer Software & Support  3,951 437 
Grants and Incentives   4,483 6,485 
Insurance  2,937 2,916 
Meeting Expenses  3,090 743 
Membership Fees  611 964 
Printing & Stationery  3,593 8,154 
Postage  315 363 
Telephone  300 420 
Travel & Accommodation  1,768 689 
Total Operating Total Operating Total Operating Total Operating Expenses Expenses Expenses Expenses      22225555,,,,819819819819    33330,0060,0060,0060,006    
             
Advertising & Advertising & Advertising & Advertising & PromotionsPromotionsPromotionsPromotions     3,5193,5193,5193,519    7,1007,1007,1007,100    
 
On Ground WorksOn Ground WorksOn Ground WorksOn Ground Works       
Catering – Field Days   1,567 2,681 
Consultants   64,812 41,135 
Contractors  49,429 25,557 
Fencing  48,878 90,686 
Materials   2,729 1,657 
Trees  37,052 54,090 
Total On Ground WorksTotal On Ground WorksTotal On Ground WorksTotal On Ground Works     204204204204,,,,467467467467    222215,80615,80615,80615,806    
             
Training & EducationTraining & EducationTraining & EducationTraining & Education  906906906906    1,8431,8431,8431,843    
                
TOTAL EXPENSESTOTAL EXPENSESTOTAL EXPENSESTOTAL EXPENSES  410,271410,271410,271410,271    548,062548,062548,062548,062    
             
DEFICIT FOR THE YEAR DEFICIT FOR THE YEAR DEFICIT FOR THE YEAR DEFICIT FOR THE YEAR      (183,925)(183,925)(183,925)(183,925)    (161,983)(161,983)(161,983)(161,983)    
 
 
 
The accompanying notes form part of this financial report.  
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BALABALABALABALANCE SHEETNCE SHEETNCE SHEETNCE SHEET    
    

AS AT 30AS AT 30AS AT 30AS AT 30    JUNEJUNEJUNEJUNE    2012012012017777    
 

      2012012012017777    2012012012016666    
ASSETSASSETSASSETSASSETS       
    
Cheque account  6,323 60,943 
Cash reserve account  25,471 179,668 
Term deposit   75,639 50,000 
Total cash at bank Total cash at bank Total cash at bank Total cash at bank         107,433107,433107,433107,433    290,611290,611290,611290,611    
    
Accounts receivable   336 - 
GST receivable   5,627 6,781 
    
TOTAL ASSETSTOTAL ASSETSTOTAL ASSETSTOTAL ASSETS     113,396113,396113,396113,396    297,392297,392297,392297,392    
             
             
LIABILITIESLIABILITIESLIABILITIESLIABILITIES       
    
Accounts payable  352 - 
Credit card  127 550 
    
TOTAL LIABILITIESTOTAL LIABILITIESTOTAL LIABILITIESTOTAL LIABILITIES        479479479479    550550550550    
    
    
NET ASSETSNET ASSETSNET ASSETSNET ASSETS     112,917112,917112,917112,917    296,842296,842296,842296,842    
    
    
MEMBERS’ FUNDSMEMBERS’ FUNDSMEMBERS’ FUNDSMEMBERS’ FUNDS       
    
Opening balance  296,842 458,825 
    
Current year deficit   (183,925) (161,983) 
    
TOTAL MEMBERS’ FUNDSTOTAL MEMBERS’ FUNDSTOTAL MEMBERS’ FUNDSTOTAL MEMBERS’ FUNDS    (Refer Note 2)(Refer Note 2)(Refer Note 2)(Refer Note 2)     112,917112,917112,917112,917    296,842296,842296,842296,842    
    
    
    
The accompanying notes form part of this financial report.     
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                                        STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWSSTATEMENT OF CASH FLOWSSTATEMENT OF CASH FLOWSSTATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS    
    

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 3FOR THE YEAR ENDED 3FOR THE YEAR ENDED 3FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 20170 JUNE 20170 JUNE 20170 JUNE 2017    
    

CASH FLOW FRCASH FLOW FRCASH FLOW FRCASH FLOW FROM OPERATING ACTIVITIES OM OPERATING ACTIVITIES OM OPERATING ACTIVITIES OM OPERATING ACTIVITIES     NOTENOTENOTENOTE    2017201720172017    2016201620162016    
    
Operating receipts  243,093 412,898 
Payments to employees and suppliers  (428,478) (593,605) 
Interest received   2,207 4,353 
    
Net Cash provided by Net Cash provided by Net Cash provided by Net Cash provided by / (used in) / (used in) / (used in) / (used in) Operating ActivitiesOperating ActivitiesOperating ActivitiesOperating Activities    2222    (183,178)(183,178)(183,178)(183,178)    (176,354)(176,354)(176,354)(176,354)    
                

CASH FLOWS FROM INVESTING ACTIVITIESCASH FLOWS FROM INVESTING ACTIVITIESCASH FLOWS FROM INVESTING ACTIVITIESCASH FLOWS FROM INVESTING ACTIVITIES                
                
Transfers (to)/from term deposits   (25,639) (50,000) 
                
Net Cash used in Investing Activities Net Cash used in Investing Activities Net Cash used in Investing Activities Net Cash used in Investing Activities         (25(25(25(25,,,,639)639)639)639)    (50,000)(50,000)(50,000)(50,000)    
                
NET DECREASE IN CASH POSITION NET DECREASE IN CASH POSITION NET DECREASE IN CASH POSITION NET DECREASE IN CASH POSITION         (208,817)(208,817)(208,817)(208,817)    (226,354)(226,354)(226,354)(226,354)    
                
                
CASH AT BEGINNING CASH AT BEGINNING CASH AT BEGINNING CASH AT BEGINNING OF YEAROF YEAROF YEAROF YEAR        240,611240,611240,611240,611    466,965466,965466,965466,965    
                
                
CASH AT END OF YEAR CASH AT END OF YEAR CASH AT END OF YEAR CASH AT END OF YEAR     1111    31,79431,79431,79431,794    240,611240,611240,611240,611    
 
 
The accompanying notes form part of this financial report. 
 
 
 

NOTES TO THE STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWSNOTES TO THE STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWSNOTES TO THE STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWSNOTES TO THE STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS 
    

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 3FOR THE YEAR ENDED 3FOR THE YEAR ENDED 3FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 20170 JUNE 20170 JUNE 20170 JUNE 2017    
    
1. RECONCILIATION OF CASH:1. RECONCILIATION OF CASH:1. RECONCILIATION OF CASH:1. RECONCILIATION OF CASH:    
    
For the purpose of the Statement of Cash Flows, Cash includes cash on hand and in at call deposits with 
banks and term deposits with a maturity date of no more than one month net of bank overdrafts.  
 
Cash at the end of the year is shown in the Statement of Financial Position as: 
 
 2017201720172017    2016201620162016    
   
Cheque account 6,323 60,943 
Cash reserve account 25,471 179,668 
Total cashTotal cashTotal cashTotal cash    31,79431,79431,79431,794    240,611240,611240,611240,611    

    
    
2. RECONCILIATION OF CASH FLOW FROM OPERATING 2. RECONCILIATION OF CASH FLOW FROM OPERATING 2. RECONCILIATION OF CASH FLOW FROM OPERATING 2. RECONCILIATION OF CASH FLOW FROM OPERATING     
                AAAACTIVITIES WICTIVITIES WICTIVITIES WICTIVITIES WITH OPERATING DEFICITTH OPERATING DEFICITTH OPERATING DEFICITTH OPERATING DEFICIT::::    
    
Operating deficit    (183,925) (161,983) 
    
ChangesChangesChangesChanges    in Assets and Liabilities:in Assets and Liabilities:in Assets and Liabilities:in Assets and Liabilities:    

  

 (Increase)/Decrease in Receivables  (336) - 
 Increase/(Decrease) in Payables 1,083 (14,371) 
Net Cash provided by Operating ActivitiesNet Cash provided by Operating ActivitiesNet Cash provided by Operating ActivitiesNet Cash provided by Operating Activities    (183,178)(183,178)(183,178)(183,178)    (176,354)(176,354)(176,354)(176,354)    
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTSNOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTSNOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTSNOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS    
    

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30    JUNEJUNEJUNEJUNE    2012012012017777 
 
NOTE 1: STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIESNOTE 1: STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIESNOTE 1: STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIESNOTE 1: STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES    
 
This financial report is a special purpose financial report prepared in order to satisfy the financial reporting 
requirements of the Associations Incorporation Reform Act (Vic) 2012. The Board has determined that the 
association is not a reporting entity. 

 
The financial report has been prepared on an accruals basis and is based on historic costs and does not take 
into account changing money values. 
 
The following significant accounting policies, which are consistent with the previous period unless otherwise 
stated, have been adopted in the preparation of this financial report. 

 
(a) Income TaxIncome TaxIncome TaxIncome Tax    

No provision for income tax has been raised as the association is exempt from income tax under Div 
50 of the Income Tax Assessment Act 1997. 

 
(b) Fixed AssetsFixed AssetsFixed AssetsFixed Assets    

All fixed asset purchases were treated as an item of expense.   
 
(c) RevenueRevenueRevenueRevenue    

All revenue is recognised when the entity obtains control over the funds which is generally at the time 
of receipt. 
 

(d) Employment expenses Employment expenses Employment expenses Employment expenses     
Employment expenses are invoiced from West Gippsland Catchment Management Authority on a 
gross cost basis, inclusive of all employment related costs and other office overheads.  
 
All obligations for leave and other entitlements are included within the total cost and therefore there 
are no liabilities are required to be recorded by South Gippsland Landcare Network Inc.   

    
(e) Goods and Services Tax (GST)Goods and Services Tax (GST)Goods and Services Tax (GST)Goods and Services Tax (GST)    

Revenues, expenses and assets are recognised net of the amount of GST, except where the amount 
of GST incurred is not recoverable from the Tax Office. In these circumstances, the GST is recognised 
as part of the cost of acquisition of the asset or as part of an item of the expense. Receivables and 
payables in the balance sheet are shown inclusive of GST.    
    
Cash flows are presented in the cash flow statement on a gross basis, except for the GST component 
of investing and financing activities, which are disclosed as operating cash flows.    
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTSNOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTSNOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTSNOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS    
    

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 201FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 201FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 201FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2017777 
    

NOTE 2: NOTE 2: NOTE 2: NOTE 2: MEMBERSMEMBERSMEMBERSMEMBERS’ FUNDS’ FUNDS’ FUNDS’ FUNDS    
    

The association receives funding from numerous sources relating to specific projects. The balance 
of each specific project is calculated at the end of the financial year as outlined below: 

 
    ProjectProjectProjectProject        2012012012017777    2012012012016666    

       
SGLN activities  5,565 6,121 
SGLN newsletter  731 1,758 
SGLN salaries   5,246 18,415 
Collections and memberships  6,176 1,713 
Arawata erosion project  3,563 12,952 
Biodiversity Blitz Nyora  5,546 - 
Climate resilience  - 6,000 
Corner Inlet catchment project  (160) 27,012 
Demonstrating sustainable farms  - 8,999 
Ecotender monitoring   - (21) 
Environmental management systems  - 3,869 
Foster North sub-group funds   2,963 2,963 
Habitat for Life – FOSK  - 46,778 
Healthy soils 2- sustainable farms  3,639 4,689 
Landcare number plates  626 3,500 
Mardan Mirboo North Group project   7,174 32,727 
NLP Biolinks   - 20,577 
One Million Trees project  7,051 8,910 
Prom Plains sub-group funds   2,397 2,397 
Ragwort project  18,612 23,000 
Regional Community grants – works   7,682 - 
Regional Community grants – project management   349 - 
Regional community support  - (1,800) 
Regional koala project   (953) 
South Gippsland Spiny Crayfish project   - 18,554 
Sword grass brown butterfly   - 783 
Tarwin Valley Strzelecki project  - 2,779 
Turton’s Creek Falls  25,595 26,645 
Victorian Landcare grant  10,162 3,532 
Waging war on invasive plants  - 14,943 
       
Total Members’ FundsTotal Members’ FundsTotal Members’ FundsTotal Members’ Funds     112,917112,917112,917112,917    296,842296,842296,842296,842    
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STATEMENT BY MEMBERS OF THE STATEMENT BY MEMBERS OF THE STATEMENT BY MEMBERS OF THE STATEMENT BY MEMBERS OF THE BOARD BOARD BOARD BOARD     
    

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 201FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 201FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 201FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2017777 
    

    
The Board has determined that the association is not a reporting entity and that this special purpose financial 
report should be prepared in accordance with the accounting policies outlined in Note 1 to the financial 
statements. 
 
In the opinion of the Board the financial report as set out on pages 1 to 7: 
 

I. presents a true and fair view of the financial position of South Gippsland Landcare Network Inc. as at 30 
June, 2017 and its performance for the year ended on that date. 

 
II. at the date of this statement, there are reasonable grounds to believe that South Gippsland Landcare 

Network Inc. will be able to pay its debts as and when they fall due. 
 
This statement is made in accordance with a resolution of the Board and is signed for and on behalf of the Board 
by:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Frank DekkerFrank DekkerFrank DekkerFrank Dekker                            Margaret McDonald Margaret McDonald Margaret McDonald Margaret McDonald     
Chairperson Chairperson Chairperson Chairperson                             Treasurer Treasurer Treasurer Treasurer     
    
    
18 September 201718 September 201718 September 201718 September 2017                            
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORTINDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORTINDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORTINDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT    

TO THE MEMBERS OF TO THE MEMBERS OF TO THE MEMBERS OF TO THE MEMBERS OF SOUTH GIPPSLAND LANDCARE NETWORK INC.SOUTH GIPPSLAND LANDCARE NETWORK INC.SOUTH GIPPSLAND LANDCARE NETWORK INC.SOUTH GIPPSLAND LANDCARE NETWORK INC.    
    

OpinionOpinionOpinionOpinion    

We have audited the accompanying financial report, being a special purpose financial report, of South 
Gippsland Landcare Network Inc., which comprises the balance sheet as at 30 June 2017, the income and 
expenditure statement and statement of cash flows for the year then ended, notes to the financial statements 
including a summary of significant accounting policies, and the statement by members of the Board of 
Management. 

In our opinion, the accompanying financial report, in all material respects, gives a true and fair view of the 
financial position of South Gippsland Landcare Network Inc. at 30 June 2017, and of its financial performance 
and its cash flows for the year then ended in accordance with Section 100(2) of the Associations Incorporation 
Reform Act (Vic) 2012 and the accounting policies described in Note 1 to the financial report.  

Basis for OpinBasis for OpinBasis for OpinBasis for Opinion ion ion ion     

We conducted our audit in accordance with Australian Auditing Standards.  Our responsibilities under those 
standards are further described in the Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Report section of 
our report.   

We are independent of South Gippsland Landcare Network Inc. in accordance with the ethical requirements of 
the Accounting Professional and Ethical Standards Board’s APES 110 Code of Ethics for Professional 
Accountants (the “Code”) that are relevant to our audit of the financial report in Australia.  We have also fulfilled 
our other ethical responsibilities in accordance with the Code.  

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our 
opinion.  

Emphasis of Matter Emphasis of Matter Emphasis of Matter Emphasis of Matter ––––    Basis of Accounting Basis of Accounting Basis of Accounting Basis of Accounting     

We draw attention to Note 1 to the financial report, which describes the basis of accounting.  The financial 
report has been prepared for the purpose of fulfilling South Gippsland Landcare Network Inc.’s financial 
reporting responsibilities under the Associations Incorporation Reform Act (Vic) 2012.  As a result, the financial 
report may not be suitable for another purpose.  Our opinion is not modified in respect of this matter. 

Other InformationOther InformationOther InformationOther Information    

The Board of the association of responsible for other information.  The other information comprises the 
information included in the association’s annual report for the financial year ended 30 June 2017 but does not 
include the financial report and our auditor’s report thereon.  

Our opinion on the financial report does not cover the other information and accordingly we do not express any 
form of assurance conclusion thereon. 

In connection with our audit of the financial report, our responsibility is to read the other information and, in 
doing so, consider whether the other information is materially inconsistent with the financial report or our 
knowledge obtained in the audit or otherwise appears to be materially misstated.  

If, based on the work we have performed, we conclude that there is a material misstatement of this other 
information, we are required to report that fact.  We have nothing to report in this regard. 

Responsibilities of the Responsibilities of the Responsibilities of the Responsibilities of the BoardBoardBoardBoard    for the Financial Reportfor the Financial Reportfor the Financial Reportfor the Financial Report    

The Board of the association is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the financial report in 
accordance with Australian Accounting Standards and have determined that the basis of preparation described 
in Note 1 to the financial report, is appropriate to meet the requirements of the Associations Incorporation 
Reform Act (Vic) 2012. This responsibility also includes such internal control as the Board determine is necessary 
to enable the preparation of the financial report that is free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or 
error. 

In preparing the financial report, management is responsible for assessing the association’s ability to continue as 
a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters relating to going concern and using the going concern basis 
of accounting unless the Board either intends to liquidate the association or to cease operations, or has no 
realistic alternative but to do so.  
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Auditor's Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Report Auditor's Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Report Auditor's Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Report Auditor's Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Report     

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial report as a whole is free from 
material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor’s report that includes our opinion.  
Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, but it is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in 
accordance with Australian Auditing Standards will always detect a material misstatement when it exists.  
Misstatements can arise from fraud or error and are considered material if, individually or in the aggregate, they 
could reasonably be expected to influence the economic decisions of users taken on the basis of this financial 
report. 

As part of an audit in accordance with Australian Auditing Standards, we exercise professional judgment and 
maintain professional scepticism throughout the audit.  We also: 

 Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial report, whether due to fraud or error, 
design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks, and obtain audit evidence that is sufficient 
and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion.  The risk of not detecting a material misstatement 
resulting from fraud is higher than for one resulting from error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, 
intentional omissions, misrepresentations, other the override of internal control 

 Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit procedures that are 
appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the 
association’s internal control. 

 Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of accounting estimates 
and relates disclosures made by the Board of Management. 

 Conclude on the appropriateness of the Board of Management’s use of the going concern basis of 
accounting and, based on the audit evidence obtained, whether a material uncertainty exists related to 
events or conditions that may cast significant doubt on the association’s ability to continue as a going 
concern.  If we conclude that a material uncertainty exists, we are required to draw attention in our auditor’s 
report to the related disclosures in the financial report or, if such disclosures are inadequate, to modify our 
opinion.  Out conclusions are based on the audit evidence obtained up to the date of our auditor’s report.  
However, future events or conditions may cause the association to cease to continue as a going concern.  

 Evaluate the overall presentation, structure and content of the financial report, including the disclosures, and 
whether the financial report represents the underlying transactions and events in a manner that achieves fair 
presentation.  

We communicate with the Board regarding, among other matters, the planned scope and timing of the audit 
and significant audit findings, including any significant deficiencies in internal control that we identify from our 
audit.  
    

CARDELL ASSURANCE & AUDITCARDELL ASSURANCE & AUDITCARDELL ASSURANCE & AUDITCARDELL ASSURANCE & AUDIT 
 
 
 
 
Lyndal J. McKLyndal J. McKLyndal J. McKLyndal J. McKenzieenzieenzieenzie 
3A Billson Street3A Billson Street3A Billson Street3A Billson Street 
WWWWONTHAGGI VIC ONTHAGGI VIC ONTHAGGI VIC ONTHAGGI VIC 3995399539953995        11119 September 20179 September 20179 September 20179 September 2017    
    
    
 

18



SOUTH GIPPSLAND SOUTH GIPPSLAND SOUTH GIPPSLAND SOUTH GIPPSLAND     
    

LANDCARELANDCARELANDCARELANDCARE    FUNDFUNDFUNDFUND    
    
    

ABN: 52 166 526 533ABN: 52 166 526 533ABN: 52 166 526 533ABN: 52 166 526 533    
    
    
    
    
    

SPECIAL PURPOSE SPECIAL PURPOSE SPECIAL PURPOSE SPECIAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL REPORTFINANCIAL REPORTFINANCIAL REPORTFINANCIAL REPORT    
    

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30    JUNEJUNEJUNEJUNE    2012012012017777

19



SOUTH GIPPSLAND LANDCARE FUNDSOUTH GIPPSLAND LANDCARE FUNDSOUTH GIPPSLAND LANDCARE FUNDSOUTH GIPPSLAND LANDCARE FUND    
ABN: 52 166 526 533ABN: 52 166 526 533ABN: 52 166 526 533ABN: 52 166 526 533    

 2 

INCOME STATEMENTINCOME STATEMENTINCOME STATEMENTINCOME STATEMENT    
    

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30    JUNEJUNEJUNEJUNE    2012012012017777    
 

 
INCOMEINCOMEINCOMEINCOME    2012012012017777    2012012012016666    
      
Donations 1,190.00 275.00 
Interest 19.34 16.33 
   
TOTATOTATOTATOTAL INCOMEL INCOMEL INCOMEL INCOME    1,209.341,209.341,209.341,209.34    291.33291.33291.33291.33    
   
EXPENSESEXPENSESEXPENSESEXPENSES      
   
Bank fees 3.97 1.24 
      
TOTAL EXPENSESTOTAL EXPENSESTOTAL EXPENSESTOTAL EXPENSES    3.973.973.973.97    1.241.241.241.24    
      
SURPLUSSURPLUSSURPLUSSURPLUS    FOR YEARFOR YEARFOR YEARFOR YEAR    1,205.371,205.371,205.371,205.37    290.09290.09290.09290.09    
      
 
 
The accompanying notes form part of the financial report.   
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BALANCE SHEETBALANCE SHEETBALANCE SHEETBALANCE SHEET    
    

AS AAS AAS AAS AT 30T 30T 30T 30    JUNEJUNEJUNEJUNE    2017201720172017    
 
 
 NOTENOTENOTENOTE    2012012012017777    2012012012016666    
ASSETSASSETSASSETSASSETS       
    
Cash and cash equivalents  5,012.49 3,807.12 
    
TOTAL ASSETSTOTAL ASSETSTOTAL ASSETSTOTAL ASSETS     5,012.495,012.495,012.495,012.49    3,807.123,807.123,807.123,807.12    
             
             
             
LIABILITIESLIABILITIESLIABILITIESLIABILITIES       
    
TOTAL LIABILITIESTOTAL LIABILITIESTOTAL LIABILITIESTOTAL LIABILITIES        ----    ----    
    
NET ASSETSNET ASSETSNET ASSETSNET ASSETS     5,012.495,012.495,012.495,012.49    3,807.123,807.123,807.123,807.12    
    
    
EQUITYEQUITYEQUITYEQUITY       
    
Opening  balance  3,807.12 3,517.03 
    
Surplus / (deficit) for year  1,205.37 290.09 
    
EQUITYEQUITYEQUITYEQUITY     5,012.495,012.495,012.495,012.49    3,807.123,807.123,807.123,807.12    
 

 
 

The accompanying notes form part of the financial report.   
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTSNOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTSNOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTSNOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS    
    

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30    JUNEJUNEJUNEJUNE    2012012012017777 
 
NNNNOTE 1: STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIESOTE 1: STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIESOTE 1: STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIESOTE 1: STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES    
    
This financial report is a special purpose financial report prepared in order to satisfy the 
financial reporting requirements of the Commonwealth Department of the Environment as a 
Deductible Gift Recipient on the Register of Environmental Organisations. 
 
The Board of the South Gippsland Landcare Network Inc. act as trustees for the Public Fund 
and have determined that the Public Fund is not a reporting entity. 

 
The financial report has been prepared on a cash basis and is based on historic costs and 
does not take into account changing money values. 
 
The following significant accounting policies, which are consistent with the previous period 
unless otherwise stated, have been adopted in the preparation of this financial report. 

 
(a) Income TaxIncome TaxIncome TaxIncome Tax    

No provision for income tax has been raised as the association is exempt from 
income tax under Div 50 of the Income Tax Assessment Act 1997. 

 
(b) Fixed AssetsFixed AssetsFixed AssetsFixed Assets    

Fixed asset purchases are treated as an item of expense.   
 
(c) RevenuRevenuRevenuRevenueeee    

All revenue is recognised when the entity obtains control over the funds which is 
generally at the time of receipt. 

    
(d) Goods and Services Tax (GST)Goods and Services Tax (GST)Goods and Services Tax (GST)Goods and Services Tax (GST)    

Income and expenditure are recognised net of the amount of GST, except where the 
amount of GST incurred is not recoverable from the Australian Tax Office. In these 
circumstances the GST is recognised as part of an item of the expense.  
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STATEMENT BY MEMBERS OF THE STATEMENT BY MEMBERS OF THE STATEMENT BY MEMBERS OF THE STATEMENT BY MEMBERS OF THE BOARDBOARDBOARDBOARD    
    

FOR THE YEAR ENDEDFOR THE YEAR ENDEDFOR THE YEAR ENDEDFOR THE YEAR ENDED    30 JUNE 20130 JUNE 20130 JUNE 20130 JUNE 2017777    
    

The Board of South Gippsland Landcare Network Inc. have determined that the Public Fund 
is not a reporting entity and that this special purpose financial report should be prepared in 
accordance with the accounting policies outlined in Note 1 to the financial statements. 
 
In the opinion of the Board the financial report as set out on pages 1 to 4: 
 

I. presents a true and fair view of the financial position of South Gippsland Landcare 
Fund as at 30 June, 2017 and its performance for the year ended on that date. 

 
II. at the date of this statement, there are reasonable grounds to believe that South 

Gippsland Landcare Fund will be able to pay its debts as and when they fall due. 
 
This statement is made in accordance with a resolution of the Board and is signed for and on 
behalf of the Board by:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
FrFrFrFrank Dekkerank Dekkerank Dekkerank Dekker                    Margaret McDonaldMargaret McDonaldMargaret McDonaldMargaret McDonald    
ChairpersonChairpersonChairpersonChairperson                    TreasurerTreasurerTreasurerTreasurer    
    
18 September 201718 September 201718 September 201718 September 2017                            
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORTINDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORTINDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORTINDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT    
    TO THE MEMBERS OF SOUTH GIPPSLAND LANDCARE FUNDTO THE MEMBERS OF SOUTH GIPPSLAND LANDCARE FUNDTO THE MEMBERS OF SOUTH GIPPSLAND LANDCARE FUNDTO THE MEMBERS OF SOUTH GIPPSLAND LANDCARE FUND    

OpinionOpinionOpinionOpinion    

We have audited the accompanying financial report, being a special purpose financial report, of South 
Gippsland Landcare Fund, which comprises the balance sheet as at 30 June 2017, the income and expenditure 
statement for the year then ended, notes to the financial statements including a summary of significant 
accounting policies, and the statement by members of the Board. 

In our opinion, the accompanying financial report, in all material respects, gives a true and fair view of the 
financial position of South Gippsland Landcare Fund at 30 June 2017, and of its financial performance and its 
cash flows for the year then ended in accordance with the accounting policies described in Note 1 to the 
financial report.  

Basis for Opinion Basis for Opinion Basis for Opinion Basis for Opinion     

We conducted our audit in accordance with Australian Auditing Standards.  Our responsibilities under those 
standards are further described in the Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Report section of 
our report.   

We are independent of South Gippsland Landcare Fund in accordance with the ethical requirements of the 
Accounting Professional and Ethical Standards Board’s APES 110 Code of Ethics for Professional Accountants 
(the “Code”) that are relevant to our audit of the financial report in Australia.  We have also fulfilled our other 
ethical responsibilities in accordance with the Code.  

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our 
opinion.  

Emphasis of Matter Emphasis of Matter Emphasis of Matter Emphasis of Matter ––––    Basis of Accounting Basis of Accounting Basis of Accounting Basis of Accounting     

We draw attention to Note 1 to the financial report, which describes the basis of accounting.  The financial 
report has been prepared for the purpose of fulfilling South Gippsland Landcare Fund’s financial reporting 
responsibilities under the Department of the Environment as a Deductible Gift Recipient entity.  As a result, the 
financial report may not be suitable for another purpose.  Our opinion is not modified in respect of this matter. 

Other InformationOther InformationOther InformationOther Information    

The Board of South Gippsland Landcare Network Inc. as trustees of the Fund, are responsible for other 
information.  The other information comprises the information included in the Fund’s annual report for the 
financial year ended 30 June 2017 but does not include the financial report and our auditor’s report thereon.  

Our opinion on the financial report does not cover the other information and accordingly we do not express 
any form of assurance conclusion thereon. 

In connection with our audit of the financial report, our responsibility is to read the other information and, in 
doing so, consider whether the other information is materially inconsistent with the financial report or our 
knowledge obtained in the audit or otherwise appears to be materially misstated.  

If, based on the work we have performed, we conclude that there is a material misstatement of this other 
information, we are required to report that fact.  We have nothing to report in this regard. 

Responsibilities of the Responsibilities of the Responsibilities of the Responsibilities of the BoardBoardBoardBoard    for the Financial Reportfor the Financial Reportfor the Financial Reportfor the Financial Report    

The Board of South Gippsland Landcare Network Inc. as trustees of the Fund are responsible for the 
preparation and fair presentation of the financial report and have determined that the basis of preparation 
described in Note 1 to the financial report, is appropriate to meet the requirements of the Department of the 
Environment as a Deductible Gift Recipient entity. This responsibility also includes such internal control as the 
Board determine is necessary to enable the preparation of the financial report that is free from material 
misstatement, whether due to fraud or error. 

In preparing the financial report, management is responsible for assessing the Fund’s ability to continue as a 
going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters relating to going concern and using the going concern basis 
of accounting unless the Board either intends to liquidate the Fund or to cease operations, or has no realistic 
alternative but to do so.  
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Auditor's Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Report Auditor's Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Report Auditor's Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Report Auditor's Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Report     

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial report as a whole is free from 
material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor’s report that includes our opinion.  
Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, but it is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in 
accordance with Australian Auditing Standards will always detect a material misstatement when it exists.  
Misstatements can arise from fraud or error and are considered material if, individually or in the aggregate, they 
could reasonably be expected to influence the economic decisions of users taken on the basis of this financial 
report. 

As part of an audit in accordance with Australian Auditing Standards, we exercise professional judgment and 
maintain professional scepticism throughout the audit.  We also: 

 Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial report, whether due to fraud or error, 
design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks, and obtain audit evidence that is sufficient 
and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion.  The risk of not detecting a material misstatement 
resulting from fraud is higher than for one resulting from error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, 
intentional omissions, misrepresentations, other the override of internal control 

 Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit procedures that 
are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness 
of the Fund’s internal control. 

 Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of accounting estimates 
and relates disclosures made by the Board. 

 Conclude on the appropriateness of the Board’s use of the going concern basis of accounting and, based 
on the audit evidence obtained, whether a material uncertainty exists related to events or conditions that 
may cast significant doubt on the Fund’s ability to continue as a going concern.  If we conclude that a 
material uncertainty exists, we are required to draw attention in our auditor’s report to the related 
disclosures in the financial report or, if such disclosures are inadequate, to modify our opinion.  Out 
conclusions are based on the audit evidence obtained up to the date of our auditor’s report.  However, 
future events or conditions may cause the Fund to cease to continue as a going concern.  

 Evaluate the overall presentation, structure and content of the financial report, including the disclosures, and 
whether the financial report represents the underlying transactions and events in a manner that achieves fair 
presentation.  

We communicate with the Board regarding, among other matters, the planned scope and timing of the audit 
and significant audit findings, including any significant deficiencies in internal control that we identify from our 
audit.  
 
CARDELL ASSURANCE & AUDITCARDELL ASSURANCE & AUDITCARDELL ASSURANCE & AUDITCARDELL ASSURANCE & AUDIT    
 
 
 
Lyndal J. McKenzieLyndal J. McKenzieLyndal J. McKenzieLyndal J. McKenzie        
3A 3A 3A 3A Billson StreetBillson StreetBillson StreetBillson Street    
WONTHAGGI VIC 3995WONTHAGGI VIC 3995WONTHAGGI VIC 3995WONTHAGGI VIC 3995                                        19 September 201719 September 201719 September 201719 September 2017    
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What has been done in this area?  
• Promote groups whenever possible.  
• Four groups have been encouraged to amalgamate to become two healthier, energised groups. Mt Eccles/Wild Dog Valley (which 

included the old Leongatha North Group) has amalgamated with Arawata.  As the Arawata group area then included the 
Hamman’s Bush reserve, the group applied for and received a grant to do some weed control in the reserve.  The Nerrena group 
and the Tarwin Valley Group will amalgamate and be known as Tarwin Valley 

• Our first Primary School Junior Landcare Group is the Nyora Primary School, recipients of an Origin Energy Regional Community 
Development grant 

• New Membership processes put in place on the website, with the ability to take online payments should make the process easier 
for new members to join.  Resources have been developed to help new members make the most of their membership.  

• SGLN Staff attend group meetings when invited and time permits  
• Membership lists are now kept on Google sheets with groups now able to access their own records easily. This is making keeping 

members records current more efficient 
• The network continues to process memberships for  SGLN members and for Allambee South, Foster North sub-group and Franklin 

River memberships 
• Network staff and group members encourage new landholders to join local Landcare group 
• We are offering support services to the Intrepid Landcare group  

Key Theme: Funding  
Objectives 
• Identify areas for funding across the SGLN  
• Seek funds for priority projects through government grants, corporate business, philanthropic organisations and other avenues  

SGLN applies for funding when opportunities come up: 
In last year we received funding for a number of projects and continued with ongoing projects.  

• The Victorian Landcare Facilitator Program from the Victorian government represented by the Department of Environment, Land, 
Water & Planning  

• Nyora Primary School Biodiversity Blitz funded by Origin Energy’s Regional Community Development Program  
• Port Phillip & Westernport Catchment Management Authority (PPWCMA) for help with our website 
• Demonstrating Sustainable Farm Practices in the Westernport Catchment project which is supported by the Westernport 

Catchment Landcare Network through funding from the Australian Government’s National Landcare Programme and PPWCMA  
• Healthy Soils; sustainable farms is supported by the West Gippsland Catchment Management Authority through funding from the 

Australian Government’s National Landcare Programme  
• Victorian Landcare grants program is supported by the West Gippsland Catchment Management Authority  
• The Regional Landcare Grants program is supported by the West Gippsland Catchment Management Authority through funding 

from the Australian Government’s National Landcare Programme  
• The Corner Inlet Communities project is supported by the West Gippsland Catchment Management Authority through funding 

from the Australian Government’s National Landcare Programme  
• The Innovative Solutions to Controlling Agricultural Weeds project continued to be delivered in the 2016-17 FY. This project is 

supported by funding from the Australian Government  
• SGLN Charitable Fund has been active after a two year period of dormancy. The SGLN Fund Committee has been reinvigorating the 

purpose and promotion of SGLN’s Charitable Trust Fund. The purpose of the fund is to provide an avenue for public donations to 
help SGLN achieve its objectives. Fund Committee members were Libby Anthony, Belinda Brennan (resigned March 2017), Jean 
Carnell, Margaret McDonald, and Ray Saunders. The Committee focused its fundraising campaign on support for increasing Koala 
and Lyrebird habitat. Campaign promotion included creating and 
distributing a flyer at Landcare events, updating the 
www.GiveNow.com.au platform, calling for donations through SGLN’s 
Facebook page and increasing its presence on SGLN’s website. The 
Committee is also investigating philanthropic organisations to approach. 
A modest fundraising target was set in December 2016 of securing 
$1,000 in donations before the end of 2017. This is a four-fold increase 
on donations received in 2016. We are pleased to report that our target 
has been reached! The Committee is now aiming towards a stretch goal 
of $5,000. Thank You to the organisations, members of the public and 
Landcare members who generously made a donation to the Fund in 
2017. We invite all Landcare members and groups to continue their 
support of the Fund through donations or by holding a fundraising 
event. The Fund can provide donors with a tax deductible receipt. 
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• Support from Michaels Supa IGA supermarket through the shopper reward program 
  

Key Theme: Education, communication & promotions 
Objectives 
• Educate members and the community about sustainable land management 
• Communicate clear Landcare messages to increase the profile of Landcare  
• Lobby political organisations to secure funding and recognition  
• Provide information services to all landholders so they can look after their land 

What has been done in this area?  
Many field days and educational activities run as part of projects we manage.  
• Weed education through the community weeds Taskforce and the weed control information on the web page. The Innovative 

Solutions to Controlling Agricultural Weeds project has established a field trial for pasture ragwort control and a field day will be 
held to look at progress plus some innovative weed control technologies.  The project will continue into 2018. 

• Engaged farmers through the Corner Inlet Connections Agnes River canoe tour. Report from Elizabeth Collins and Bryan 
Watterson. ‘Who doesn’t enjoy the views across Corner Inlet to the Prom? The hills and the roads across the ridges provide great 
places to see it all laid out below us. Corner Inlet is indeed precious – it’s a listed Ramsar site - but it’s also under attack. 
Oversupply of nutrient runoff slips into our gullies, creeks and rivers and pours in through our waterways. Just how the mangroves, 
mudflats and marine life struggle to cope with this was passionately explained by a visiting mangrove specialist, Professor Paul 
Boon. Early on a recent Saturday morning, as part of the Seachange Festival, over 30 curious Gippslanders met near the mouth of 
the Agnes River for a kayak tour of the lower Agnes. Gently, each kayak was eased through the deep fine mud into the broad river 
– a military style operation meticulously organized and supported by the West Gippsland Catchment Management Authority 
(WGCMA), Corner Inlet Connections and South Gippsland Landcare, with proceedings expertly recorded by members of the South 
Gippsland Camera Club. With kayaks clumped together, floating happily in the morning sun, Paul explained the science of the 
plants and grasses lining the river and the incredible interconnection between the whole catchment and the quality of water 
entering the Inlet. He praised the landholders who had fenced off river frontages, steep eroded gullies and slopes. All of th is works 
to prevent nutrient runoff. As the health of the estuary is linked to management actions on the farms and properties upstream, we 
later travelled to Agnes Gorge, where Elisha Keogh from the WGCMA talked about river bank restoration and how it helps river 
water quality. The Agnes is rich in native fish and platypus and the Agnes River Landcare group is passionate about the river  and 
the local environment. Garry Ardley from the Group outlined what the Landcare group was doing to restore the riparian 
environment. Working together to restore the Agnes River Catchment to a healthy system is a task in which everyone can take 
part. The spinoff for the creatures that live in and beside the river, cattle seeking shelter and fish survival and breeding is 
significant. And surely, as our children see and take part in creating a healthier catchment they will gain a much needed dose of 
hope’. 

• The Demonstrating Sustainable Farm Practices in the Westernport Catchment project held a ‘day on the farm’ field day to explore 
how farmers produce food. Over 80 people joined us to meet the people and animals behind Prom Country Cheese and see the 
farm in action. Bron and Burke Brandon have developed their farm with tree plantings and manage the pastures sustainably. 
During the farm walk we met their animals and toured the sheep milking shed. A supper made with ingredients sourced from the 
farm was served. Shannon, via Facebook said ‘Thanks for a great day and learning opportunity!’ 

• The Demonstrating Sustainable Farm Practices in the Westernport Catchment project had a very successful manuka honey and 
leptospermum field day which was attended by over 80 people. Simon Williams a PhD candidate with the University of the 
Sunshine Coast shared his research into the bioactivity of the local leptospermum species nectar and honey. Rob Waddell from 
Grand Ridge Propagation Nursery talked about establishing a leptospermum plantation for bioactive honey production. The South 
Gippsland Beekeepers also had a display.  

• SGLN is active on Facebook and Twitter, engaging with supporters and followers 
• We shared a stand with Melbourne Water and  Westernport Catchment Landcare Network at Lardner Field days 
• We have an improved web presence to engage and educate, amalgamating our three previous webpages together at 

www.sgln.org.au 
• Our junior Landcare group , Nyora Primary School used their funding to access the endangered species education program at 

Healesville Sanctuary for the whole school.  Jane Taylor, the Nyora primary program leader says ‘We had a wonderful whole 
school excursion to Healesville Sanctuary. We led up to this with some work on Australian animals and their habitats so the 
children were very receptive to what they saw at the sanctuary and what they learnt. The older children have been looking at the 
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threatened and endangered species found at the sanctuary and what they can do. The children see the direct connection between  
the plantings at  school  and providing habitats for our local biodiversity. We are seeing a real shift in their perceptions of the 
environment. Our next year's Preps have completed building some nesting boxes which can be put up into the trees. When we are 
ready Origin Energy staff from the Bass Gas facility will help attach them to the trees’.  

• An iFarm course was run in Korumburra in May. Nick Dudley from DEDJTR led the course, which was supported by Westernport 
Catchment Landcare Network and run in partnership with Bass Coast Landcare Network. 

• SGLN staff speak at numerous functions and to groups to promote Landcare. 
• Network staff and volunteers mentored at the Intrepid Landcare retreat 
• Michaels Supa IGA supermarket supports our projects and provides promotion 

Key Theme: Collaboration and partnerships  

Objectives 
• Work with other groups and organisations to enhance outcomes for the Landcare members, groups and network priorities 
• Deliver  projects for partner organisations to achieve mutual aims 
• Linking in to state and federal grants 

What has been done in this area?  
• We aim to link with our groups and promote what they are doing through newsletters and network notes and our website 
• Community Weeds Taskforce- many agencies and landholders working together. Landcare Networks; Bass Coast, ,Latrobe, Maffra 

and District, South Gippsland, Yarram Yarram  Landcare groups represented; Agnes River, Arawata, Korumburra, Loch Nyora, Mt 
Lyall, Mardan Mirboo North, Phillip Island, Tarwin, Tarwin Valley, Three Creeks, Triholm. Local Government Organisations; Bass 
Coast Shire Council, Baw Baw Shire Council, South Gippsland Shire Council, State Government Organisations; The Department of 
Economic Development Jobs, Transport and Resources, Parks Victoria, South Gippsland Water, West Gippsland Catchment 
Management Authority. Other/Non-Government Organisations; Corner Inlet Blackberry Action Group, Friends of Venus Bay 
Peninsula Inc., Phillip Island Nature Parks: SGLN leading the charge 

• Koala project bringing people together regionally around Koalas: HVP, Shires, DEPI, Federation University and other Landcare 
networks and wildlife carers 

• Melbourne Water and Westernport Catchment Landcare Network with our 4 groups in Westernport catchment area 
• South Gippsland Shire Council- Sustainable agriculture, weeds, Turtons Creek, sustainability 
• Tree growers, link with Landcare groups and projects 
• We encourage plantings driven by groups and support these with promotion and attendance 
• Strong links with the West Gippsland Catchment Management Authority  and the Port Phillip & Westernport Catchment 

Management Authority  
• Regional Landcare forum meets 6 times a year for discussion and support 
• Events run in partnership with Bass Coast Landcare Network to support our Westernport Catchment groups 

Key Theme: Governance 

Objectives 

• Ensure the members are clear on their roles, purpose  and priorities 
• Ensure everyone works within the rules of its constitution  

What has been done in this area?  
• Discussion at board level on group health and function. Cluster meetings support this goal 
• Training provided for new SGLN Board members 
• Regular discussions at board meetings on requirements 
• How to bring your Landcare Group Meetings to Life resources available through the Network 
• SGLN board members involved in a range of network wide initiatives and programs. Mark Uren CWT, Frank Dekker and Mark 

Walters at regional Landcare meetings, Jean Carnell with the Seedbank 
• Staff attend group meetings on invitation through year to discuss SGLN activities and projects and answer any questions 
• Board creates and reviews policy on privacy, child safety, governance and support to groups 
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The Tarwin Landcare Group  
continues the work of protecting and 
preserving our natural places, and 
repairing degraded areas through 
regeneration and revegetation.   

Currently 21 of our members are 
farmers, 5 small landholders, and 8 on 
town blocks. Our range of interests and 
projects include nine major areas of 
focus and concern. These were farmland 
care, small landholders, township 
spaces, indigenous nursery, diversity and 
education, wildlife habitat and care,  
parks and reserves, indigenous and 
history, and river/waterways. Under 
farmland care, we held a working bee 
with 10 members at Cope’s farm to 
remove mirror bush, with good result.   
Under the leadership of vice president 
Michael, we planted in several town 
community spaces; IGA/café, Venus Bay 
store, Labyrinth with plans for a school 
garden and Venus Bay park.  Michael 
initiated the establishment of the Silver 
Banksia Nursery. Members learned seed 
collection, propagating, and planting 
skills.    

Wildlife habitat and care underpins 
much of our interest areas. The bike 
track planting has a goal of providing a 
corridor for koala movement, as well as 
other benefits.  Township habitat, small 
landholders and farmers are all 
important in providing habitat. Potential 
exists for partnership with local wildlife 
carers. Members enjoyed a guided 
orchid walk in the Tarwin Flora and 
fauna park, led by expert Lorraine.  
Landcare members participated in Clean 
Up Australia Day, by collecting litter 
along the roadsides and river banks from 
the roundabout to the last fishing 
platform. General meetings were held in 
Nov, Feb, Apr and June. There is always 
more to do, but I think our year has been 
productive. Thank you to each member 
for your involvement. 

Ray Saunders, President 

Nerrena Landcare Group  
A change of president occurred at our 
Christmas meeting as Jill became SGLN 
coordinator. Sue Miles gallantly stepped 
into the vacancy.  
Since then we have held a walk along the 
Railtrail from Meeniyan towards Stony 
Creek and met up with a few members 
of the Tarwin Valley Landcare Group. 
Kathy and Bradley Westaway invited us 
to see their plantations at property in 
Ruby. They have been planting up the 
valleys and steep sections of their 
property for a number of years. It was 
refreshing to see size of the trees in  
such a short time. Several members of 
our group attended the 30th Anniversary 
of Landcare Green Carpet Awards in 
Heyfield. Our group received an award 
for the Black Spur Wetlands Project. It 
was an honour for our group. 
July saw us meet up with the South 
Gippsland Bird Observers who were 
surveying birds along the Rail Trail and 
the Miles property; 35 birds species were 
recorded. 

Our largest project this year has been 
the Black Spur Wetlands project. Kate 
Walsh is the project sub-committee 
chair. We wish to thank Kate for her 
expertise and leadership of this project. 
Thank you to Coral our Secretary/ 
Treasurer and to the members for your 
support. We would also like to thank 
Richard and Zoe Baillie for their long 
time support of Landcare. They have 
chosen to ‘retire’ after being members of 
several groups and Zoe the project 
officer for the South Gippsland Landcare 
Dung Beetle project. Their various farms 
are still a testament to their dedication 
to improving the land and environment.  

A merger with Tarwin Valley Group and a 
name change will enable us to be 
relevant within the community and 
catchment area we all live in. 

Sue Miles, President 

  

Mt Lyall Landcare Group  
celebrated its 25th Anniversary at the 
home of Frank & Karyn Bugeja’s. A 
relaxing day spent reminiscing with 
numerous tales over a scrumptious roast 
lunch, finishing with speeches along with 
cutting a cake to recognise this 
wonderful milestone. Our group has 
been very active over the years and has 
developed some significant wildlife 
corridors and revegetation programs to 
help maintain healthy water ways. 

Our Landcare group also acknowledged 
the wonderful contribution of Frank & 
Karyn as they both have held the 
position of secretary. Karyn held this 
position from 2008-2010 whilst Frank 
took over for 2010 -2016. Frank and 
Karyn have sold their beautiful property 
in Poowong and have moved to 
Inverloch for a sea change. We wish 
them both all the very best. 

Our current committee consists of: 
President- Geoff Ferrier 
Vice President- Gilmore Douglas 
Secretary- Leesa Williams 
Treasurer-Lyn Mitchard 
Newsletter- Rudy Youssef 
Equipment Officer- Bill Loughridge 
General Committee- Anne Mette 
McNamara, Frank Bugeja 

Mt Lyall is excited to continue working 
with their members and the network for 
another 25 years and look forward to 
what they can achieve. 

Leesa Williams, Secretary 
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Loch/Nyora Landcare Group   

The AGM was held at the Gippsland Wine 
Company in Loch. Our new committee 
consists of  

President - Tricia Fleming,  
Vice-President - Rosemary Knox, 
Immediate Past President - Ron Barnacle, 
Secretary - Jo Rayner,  
Treasurer - John Fleming; additional 
committee members - Geoff Bailey, 
Malcolm Brown, Josephine Kwan and 
Rod Mitchell. A big thank you to the 
previous committee and especially Ron 
Barnacle who held the office of President 
for many years. 

Port Phillip and Westernport CMA have 
again provided a grant for plants for the 
Brown Sword Grass Butterfly 
Rehabilitation Project.  

We are working with the Loch Recreation 
Reserve Committee with planting 
alongside part of the eastern boundary.  

We are working with Vic Roads to clean 
up, provide signs and additional plants at 
the truck stop at the top of Loch Hill. 

We are also working with the South 
Gippsland Shire, landholders and 
Melbourne Water regarding a bad 
infestation of weeds on the Loch 
Poowong Road, Loch.  

Melbourne Water will be coming on 
board for a project for Hilda Falls. It is a 
precious part of the Allsop Creek.  

We have supported several field days 
and events initiated by the SGLN and 
PPWPCMA. 

Now, at the ripe old age of 21, we 
continue to play our part in the local 
community. With some new blood on the 
committee and some new group 
members we can expect the LNLG to 
continue to make a positive contribution 
to the broader community for a long 
time to come. 

John Fleming, Treasurer 

Triholm Landcare Group 
Although  we are president-less at the 
moment we still have roughly the same 
number of financial members as last year 
and as our main focus is still weeds. 
We have  been involved with other 
groups -Poowong and Mount Worth- in 
the fight against weeds.  

We sent out a weed pamphlet to all 
landholders in our area last spring to 
remind them of their responsibilities as 
regards ragwort, thistles and blackberry 
and deployed signs on road sides in the 
area reinforcing this and we have a 
representative on the community weeds 
taskforce. 

Wilma Mackay, Secretary 

 

Franklin River Landcare Group 
During the past year our small group of 
members has been busy.  

Our activities have included  

• organising the planting and staking of 
2,000 plants along the rail trail in 
Toora  

• working with South Gippsland Council 
to manage the improvements to 
Franklin River Reserve  

• roadside blackberry spraying  

• members plantings on their own 
properties and  

• setting up of a covenant with Trust 
for Nature on a local property to 
protect the work done.  

This coming year with funds from the 
WGCMA we hope to weed and do 
planting along the north side of Franklin 
Reserve. 

Diana Droog, Secretary 

 

 

Allambee Community Landcare Group 
It was a quiet year in 2016 for group 
meetings. The Network 2016 AGM in 
October was well received by our 
members who attended the night and 
they particularly enjoyed the 
entertainment. 

Our annual get together BBQ at Mount 
Worth, had a very good attendance with 
members and locals talking Landcare and 
local issues around the campfire into the 
evening. 

Donations were given this year to our 
local Allambee CFA and the “Friends of 
Mt.Worth” group who were extremely 
appreciative of our support; we hope to 
assist them with one of their working 
bees in the coming months. 

Members have been very busy attending 
to weed control on their individual 
properties with a lot of hard work made 
more difficult by some neighbours not 
doing the same. New landholders have 
realised that Ragwort in the area is a 
problem. Like most other landholders in 
the area they have spent time trying to 
eradicate it and they too, have noticed 
some other landholders are not 
responding to the problem. Council and 
DEDJTR representatives have been 
informed with follow up this spring. 

Our group was proud to nominate and 
congratulate Ian and Gay Cornthwaite as 
worthy recipients for the Green Carpet 
Showcase Awards to acknowledge their 
contribution to Landcare and the 
Environment. 

Our 2017 AGM saw our President of 
many years, Evelyn Lillie, stand down 
from the role due to many family 
commitments, however, she will still 
remain active in the group. Thanks Evelyn 
for all your dedication and enthusiasm in 
bringing our community together and 
keeping our group informed. 

Judy Lackman, Secretary 
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Mardan/Mirboo Nth Landcare Group  
Over the past 12 months we have had 4 
Tree Bees. O’Connors 800; O’Loughlans 
300; Hasty’s 1,000 and Trease’s 700, a 
total of 2,800 trees in the ground. 

We have had numerous working bees at 
the Bath’s Road reserve under Viki 
Sinclair’s passionate guidance. 
Congratulations Viki in getting the 
Bendigo Bank grant of $4,048 for signage 
and brochures. 

We have had several working bees at 
Mossvale Park. In September we ran the 
film ‘Polyface Farm’ at the Baromi 
centre. We manned the Landcare trailer 
at the ‘Meet the bees’ field day at the 
recreation reserve in October. Colin ran 
an interesting and informative session on 
the Landcare group history in October. 

Due to the plague of Indian Myna birds 
in Mirboo North we commissioned 
member Alec Campbell to construct four 
bird traps, which our group members 
can use and others can hire.  

We had member Ilan Goldman 
discussing the benefits, infrastructure 
and challenges of undertaking integrated 
paddock grazing with cattle and meat 
chickens on his 16 acre property. Our 
biggest project of the year was our three 
sustainable farm days which consisted of 
‘Hill Farm’ at Ian and Helen Hasty’s farm; 
‘Small Commercial Farm’ at Kirsten and 
David Jones's Garlic farm and ‘Lifestyle 
Farm’ at Libby Anthony and Colin 
Goodwin’s farm. This was funded by a 
grant of $35,000.  

Special thanks go to Libby for securing 
the grant and project managing the 
events, helped by the logistics crew; 
Jenny Morrison, Carole Cash, Colin 
Goodwin with some marketing advise 
from David Jones, thanks guys! 

All in all a busy and satisfactory year. 

Phil Piper, President 

 

Poowong Landcare Group  
It has been business as usual at Poowong 
this year. Members have again planted 
thousands of trees, and attended 
numerous field days.  

One field day was on the Soilkee soil 
renovator. This is potentially a 
revolutionary way that pasture can be 
improved. Little herbicide, pesticides or 
fertilizers are needed as the Soilkee 
rejuvenates the soil naturally. I urge you 
to attend any field day on the Soilkee as 
it is a game changer. I was so impressed I 
got 40 acres done, with more this spring.  

A great Christmas function was held at 
Peter and Sue's and as a nice touch we 
were able to celebrate Elvie's birthday.  

Jeff and Elvie Clarke received a well 
deserved award at the Landcare 30 Year 
Celebrations. They have put in years of 
service so it was good to see some 
recognition for them.  

There is now a Giant Earthworm 
information sign erected at Poowong. 
Well done to Peter who had a lot to do 
with the project.  

We recently held a ‘weeds’ meeting with 
politician Danny O'Brien. There were 
several other groups invited. Much was 
discussed and our desire for weed 
enforcement was made very clear.  

A film crew attended and some of us 
may appear in a documentary. Thanks to 
Steve who played a key role with 
organising the event with the PCCC. 
Special mention to Jeff Clarke also.  

Thank you all for your participation and I 
look forward to seeing you all in the  
field or at a Poowong Landcare  
meeting.  

Mark Walters,  

President  

 

 

Friends of Turtons Creek 
During the survey of the Turton’s Creek 
area we found both Strzelecki Burrowing 
Crayfish and South Gippsland Spiny 
Crayfish!  Ours was the first record 
for Strzelecki Burrowing Crayfish in the 
catchment which is exciting, and as there 
were no reference samples for these 
guys so our photos and video footage is 
now on record with the Australian 
Museum. as the reference sample for 
the species.  In fact it took quite a bit of 
detective work with experts at the 
DELWP Arthur Tyler Institute (research 
facility) to figure out which species we 
were looking at. 

Both species are listed as threatened 
under the Flora and Fauna Guarantee 
Act (making them of State significance) 
so the next step is to look at what we 
can do to improve their habitat, and to 
improve population viability.  We’ve 
done a heap of weed control up in the 
headwaters (where we found the best 
habitat).  

A community tree planting was held to 
put in about 1000 plants  to replace the 
weeds on Saturday the 20th of May.  

Peter Gannon, Group leader 

 

South Gippsland Equine 

 Landcare Group  
The group has not been very active.  

The group held an Nutrition Clinic with 
Carol Layton in October 2016.  

We held a successful grass identification 
workshop with Graeme Lorimer in 
November 2016.  

We plan to get something happening 
soon however we’ve all had a lot going 
on in our personal lives.  

Larissa Judd, President 
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Facts and FIGURES  

 

 

 Total area  
protected/enhanced 

56.11 Ha 

2016/17 

Fencing 
7778.3 mts 

Weed control  
area 14.33 Ha 

 Plants 
14,100 

741  
Followers on 
Facebook  

SGLN 
449 

Memberships 

Agnes River Landcare Group  
We have had a couple of great events 
during the year as well as partnering in 
running the canoe tour 
Broadening Horizons Program: 
Orchestrated by Ranger Kelly from 
Wilson’s Prom NP, in conjunction with 
Tanya from WGCMA, the one-day event 
saw 60 Year 8 science students tour the 
Corner Inlet area to learn more about 
this precious marine environment and 
concluded with a trip to a property lying 
mid-way from the Agnes River 
headwaters, where many were 
privileged to observe a mother and baby 
platypus in the river. 

Understorey Planting: 

Louisa Vale’s property at Toora North 
was the first planting for the season with 
the aim of adding an understory 
component to an older existing 
eucalyptus planting. It was good to meet 
new potential members and share a 
relaxed lunch and social chat. 

Bryan Watterson, Treasurer 

Fish Creek Landcare Group  
Our active membership totals 54, 
embracing a wide range of interests and 
property sizes. The swing towards small 
lifestyle members has continued this 
year, although we still represent the 
larger beef and dairy farming sector. We 
have a committee of 10 members who 
have met quarterly this year, to plan 
activities and represent our local 
interests. All members are welcome to 
all our meetings, and a summary of the 
meeting is sent to all members. 

It has been a quieter year activity wise, 
but we are still promoting community 
education, assistance when required and 
advice to our members, looking towards 
a greener, more sustainable 
environment. 

Activities and ideas over the past year 
included: 

• Member attendance to the National 
Conference 

• Member survey to establish needs 
and interests of current members 

• The committee has developed a flow 
chart for members detailing 
organisations that might be useful to 
them undertaking any environmental 
improvements on their properties. 
Agencies covered ranged from the 
Ministry through to local shire 
council. 

• There is a strong interest within the 
committee to work with local 
agencies to improve the environment 
of local areas. (eg Shallow Inlet, Fish 
Creek precinct) This will be an 
ongoing work in progress 

• Commenced the process of mapping 
the local areas to monitor the 
changes to the landscape over the 
past 30 years (we are hoping to 
include Fish Creek, Prom Plains, 
Foster and Tarwin Lower areas) 

• Working bee to supplement a 
previous Landcare project on the 
local section of the Great  

 Southern Rail Trail. 

Robin Stevens,  
President 

608  
Followers on 

Twitter  



GET INVOLVED! 
Although we are very proud of the quality and 
diversity of initiatives delivered, we need your help!  
In order to continue our work in caring for the 
land, building the community and providing practical 
solutions for a changing environment, we rely on the 
support of our community.  
There are two ways you can help SGLN: 
1.  Donate:           www.givenow.com.au/landcaretrees 
2.  Become a member: www.sgln.net.au/membership/sign-up/ 


