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What can landholders do? 
The Friends of Strzelecki Koalas- Habitat 

for Life project is looking for suitable 

revegetation and remnant protection 

projects in the South Gippsland Landcare 

Network area that will contribute to Koala 

habitat. Landholders can submit a project 

as part of their individual farm planning 

aims or as part of their wider Landcare 

Group landscape goals. All projects will be 

ranked according to their environmental 

and social benefit by a Project Officer who 

will map the site.  

 Projects should be a minimum of 10m 

wide in order to achieve optimum 

biodiversity outcomes.  

 Remnant protection projects will be 

paid a subsidy of $6/m for fencing and 

a subsidy for maintenance of the site.  

 Revegetation will be paid $4/m fencing 

and $1 per tubestock (2000 trees per 

hectare).   

 Projects are funded in the second half 

of the year and need to be completed 

within a 12 months period. 

 Fencing needs to be stock proof and 

completed to project guidelines.  

  
Working with South Gippsland Schools 
 If you are thinking a year ahead, plant a seed. If you are thinking a decade ahead, plant a tree. 

If you are thinking a century ahead, educate the people. (Chinese proverb)  

Koalas in the wild face a series of threats to their continued survival. Most Koala habitat is 

on private land, meaning people have a great influence on the survival of Koalas. 

Education and understanding is the first step towards taking action to achieve 

environmental good. By understanding the importance of a healthy environment for both 

ourselves and Koalas, the community and landholders are able to undertake action to look 

after them. With this in the mind the Friends of Strzelecki Koala Habitat for Life program is 

starting an extensive education program which aims to highlight the importance of the 

Strzelecki Koalas. The program structure includes school visits, school tree plantings, field days 

and forums across South Gippsland. 

Landcare Action Planning 
 A crucial component in the planning stages of this project is input provided by Landcare 

Groups in the South Gippsland Landcare Network. Project Officers will work with Landcare 

Groups to study the group area and identify key habitats and biolinks for Koalas and other 

species, and to identify key properties and their owners. The groups are then able to work 

together to create joint projects that provide good quality Koala corridors across the 

Network.  

Fragmentation and Strzelecki 

Koalas 

Although Strzelecki Koalas currently have no 

threatened species listing their genetic importance is 

recognised through both the National Koala 

Conservation and Conservation Strategy 2009 to 2014 

and the Victoria’s Koala Management Strategy. Habitat 

fragmentation and loss of biodiversity are critical 

issues in the preservation of the Strzelecki Koala 

population. Fragmentation increase threats from 

livestock, roads, dogs and other predators. Much of 

the Strzelecki Koala habitat in the South Gippsland 

Landcare Network area has been cleared, especially in 

agricultural areas south of Mirboo North and west of 

Foster.  Key to their future  survival of Koalas is 

therefore the strategic formation of biolinks or wildlife 

corridors on fragmented landscapes. A majority of 

potential biolinks lie on private property, making it 

crucial to engage and inspire landholders to take 

action.  
Fragmentation in the South Gippsland Landcare Network Area. 
The dark areas are mapped remnant vegetation. 

What can you do? 
Many of the threats faced by Koalas are due to urbanisation such as dogs, loss of habitat 

or roads. Because of this everyone in the community can help Koalas, not just 

landholders with private land.  You can help by: 

 

1. Becoming a Friends of Strzelecki Koala member 

2. Joining your local Landcare Group and planting trees for Koala Habitat 

3.  Driving slowly especially at night, near remnant bush 

4. Joining one of our community education days where you can learn to monitor Koalas 

5.  Adding Fosky Koala as a Friend on Facebook 

6.  Looking after any trees you have by fencing them off from stock and controlling weeds 

Examples of Koala Friendly Trees 
 Mountain Grey-gum E. cypellocarpa 

 Blue Gum (Eurabbie) E. globulus ssp. Bicostata 

 Yellow Stringybark E. muelleriana  

 Manna Gum E. viminalis  

 Messmate E. obliqua 

 Mountain Ash E. regnans  

 Yertchuk E. consideniana  

 Apple Box E. angophoroides  

 Narrow-leaf Peppermint E. radiate 

 Swamp Gum E. ovata 

 Silvertop Ash  E. sieberi 

Based on 119 sites surveyed in the Strzelecki Ranges  

 

South Gippsland Landcare  
Network area 



KOALAS 

COMMUNITY 
WORKSHOPS 
…VOLUNTEERING… 

AND MORE! 

Please return to South Gippsland Landcare Network 
PO BOX 419 Leongatha 3953 

Ph| 56625759 F| 56625569 
sgln@landcare.net 

www.sgln.org.au | sgln@landcare.net | 
www.fosk.org.au 

E V E R Y T H I N G  
Y O U  H A V E  T O  K N O W  

A B O U T  

 Valuing both Social and Environmental benefit  
Every Landcare project site has an environmental benefit, whether it be increased biodiversity or 

reduced erosion. However, every site also creates a social benefit, such as introducing 

landholders to the benefits of Landcare or inspiring neighbours to take action. The Habitat for 

Life Project is relatively unique in that it will rank all proposed sites on both potential 

environmental benefit as well as social benefit. Potential environmental benefit from projects 

includes improved quality of bush or increased connectivity to core areas. Potential social 

benefit could include engaging new or disengaged landholders, neighbours working together 

to create biolinks or projects that are implemented as part of a Landcare scale action plan. 

 

Why are Strzelecki Koalas important? 
Historically Koalas were widespread across the state but declined in the early 1900s. In order to 

combat this Koalas were translocated from populations with a very low genetic diversity on 

Phillip and French Islands to the rest of Victoria. These Koalas overwhelmed most of the 

remaining Koala population in Victoria, except for in the Strzelecki Ranges. Because of this the 

Strzelecki Koala population is believed to be unique in Victoria in being genetically intact and a 

diverse example of a wild population of Koalas.  

 

It is therefore feasible that this genetically diverse population will better withstand threats such as 

disease and climate change than their genetically uniform cousins. 

H a b i t a t  
F o r  L i f e  
P r o j e c t  

 

What is the Habitat for Life project? 
 The South Gippsland Landcare Network’s Friends of Strzelecki Koala program was granted 

$600,000 from the Victorian Government’s Communities for Nature program to restore, 

enhance and protect Koala Habitat. This money will support strategic on-ground projects  on 

private properties across South Gippsland, as well as an extensive community education and 

volunteering program.  On-ground works will include funding subsidies for landholders to 

fence, revegetate and control weeds in key locations. A Koala Habitat Preservation, 

Enhancement and Restoration Plan will also be created in order to identify priority areas for 

habitat preservation and revegetation activities that will enhance existing habitat and improve 

connectivity.  

Become a Friends of Strzelecki 

Koalas supporter and receive:  

 Quarterly FOSK Newsletters  

 Invitations to Koala events e.g. Koala 

habitat planting days, forums and 

workshops 

 Collect Koala scats for research  

 Monitor Koala numbers and map Koala 

habitat in your local area 

 Latest information on the FOSK project  

Please fill in your details below 

Name ____________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

 

Postcode _________________________________________ 

Phone ____________________________________________ 

Email _____________________________________________ 


